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A« Introduction

The purpose of this study is %o evaluate those phrsical, culitural,

and social features along the Tevli-Ivabsevichi sector af hha Breste
ssxic  Meseor seszros [ 25 'C
_ The railroad sechor extends for 89 xilemiters (55 miles)
along the trurkline from Tevli to Ivabsevichi. The oio Sy arse covers
& strip 2 kilometers {1.2 miles) wide on each sids of e railroad.
Administratively, it falls within the territorial limits of Aobrinskiy.
Pruzhenskiy, Berezovskiy, and Ivstuevicbskiy Revens of Araatskaya
- Ublest®. Aécmﬂding; t0 & recent report by a Western diplc:mt, hovewver,
some of the land adjscent to the railecad -« or even o siize of the
s:sectof itself -- may be returnsd to Poland 28 pars of o penposed
territorial exchange with the Soviet Union. The proposel calls for
the return to Poland of a strip of S&.riet tééri‘m;;*;r « including the
rayon centers of Kamenets and Pruzhena, in swchznse forr Pailsh terrie
tory around the powiat center of Augustow om the Loitlsraion hovder.
This move nay have been motivated by the Soviet desirs 4o establish a
direct railroad connection from Grodno to Kals wningrad aorogs SBoviet
territory.
| The stud;y i3 a geographic anslysis of the arca, with particular
emphasis on transportation facilities and militery instalistions.

The information presented is besed ou date cbtained frow araee-scale

SeE~C~E-E-T
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eevey foligh and Soviel raps. Gorman PW reports, SGerpan chobopraphy

wring the latier part of World War I1. and receud _ 25X1C

U.8. travel reporis. Detailed evalustions of physieal. culburel, and

-

milivary features in the area are based on analysis of CGermen photograchy
oy the FPhoto Interpretation Division. The accompanying verticsl phobo-
zeaph~c mossics ot large scale are provided with mfé;r?,;r:y't‘z theh identify
in detail the physical and cultural features of the arce.

B. CGenersl Summiy of the Area

The Tevil-Ivetsevichi frea is part of a glacial outwash plain,
generai.y rveferred 4o 58 a trensition ares betwecn the Volkovysk Uplands
of the Delorussian Ridge to the north and the vasi southera lcwland
and f1lood vlain centered around the basin of the Fripyat River. The
nearly levsl surface contains numercus shellow depressicns where water
sellects, forming swampe or ponds. £s & whole, the zrece is iradecuately
Arained by its small sluggish meandering streems sud the supplementary
drainsge ditches. Much of it is subject to seasonal fiouding. Soils
wary from sandy and clayey in the cultivated asraegs to muclr in the
svwempes. Large blocks of carefully tended forest cover the higher
areas vwhere the soll is cosrser. In the somewhat lower sreas the
forests first grade off into scrub and brush and then inic grass and
swarpp. The ¢limmte of tha area is tranesitional. During ¥he summer the
maritige climate of the Baltic Sea Area prevails, =nd during the winter

the ccsn‘cinental climate of European USSR is more pronounced. Small

-2 -
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linear settlemants, mestly reilrosd-stetion villeszs, ocoopv the
better drained and oven sites along the Braat-Moscow trunkline and
highway. The towng of Bereza and Ivatsevichi are the largest settle-
ments within the railrced ares. Farming is the economic vminstay of
the area. A%t Bereza and Ivatsevichi ard at the lerger railroad~siation
rillunges, there are some industrial plants, such ©s sewmilia, brieke
yards, grain mills, railroed repair shcps, and other lighi wrocessing
plants.

Conglderabls military activity is evident alcng zuchn of the rail-
road sector. EKnows lnetallstions within the limits of the siudy area
include a large anmunition durp s 8 Teir sized militery ailrfield, and
o tank and mobile artiliery training and garrison aress. Groups of
goldieres have aisc beer seen worging along stretches of the railrosd
line, particularly in the vicirity of the settlerents of timnchitey,
Bluden', Bereza, and Ivatsevichi. Within the aren the mein Lrangpor-
tation artery is the strategloslly importent and hettvily Trsmveled
Brest-Mcscow trunkline. This double-teeck line carriss nost of the

Trelght and military an? civilian traffic betwesr %he Soviet Union and

the East Europesn satellites. Sevarsl rarrov-gaugs broachx lines

serve either military instsllations or peet-extroching areas. faile
rozds are supplemented by o number of bard-surfaced and imoroved

rural roads, mcsi;i;r Tormer Polish post and truck roads. The moet
importent,, however, ie the newly reconstructed Brea ~Bobruyek-Roslavl '

Moscow highway, vhich psrallels the reilrosd between Eereza and Ivatsevichi.

. 3 -
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C. Physical Femtures

1. TFerrain

The landscape of the Tevli-Ivatsevichi ares is gerercliy flaf. The
swrface slopes gently toward the south and southesst. Cherecteristic
features of the lendscape mre washed-out remants of terairal noraines
and fluvioglacial deposits, lowland areas interrupted hy seattered
swamps and ponds, and boggy arecas along rivers and rivulets {(Figure 1).
As g vhole, the area is part of the transition zone between the
Volkovysk Heishts of the Belorusaian Upiand and the vast southern lowland
centered on the Pripyat River Basin. ZLoeel differences in elevetion
are notably small. The maximum =levations are lesa then 200 feet above
the surrounding plain snd occur in the heavily forested srea sandwiched
between the Ymsel'da and Zhegulyanke Rivers. Absolute elevationg rise
gradually from 489 feet {149 meters) above sea level near the villege
of Smolye’mrke, o 623 feet (190 maters} above gea level neer Fronna (ora.
The Brorza Gora is the most prominent hill formation within the ent:ire
Tevli-Ivatsevichi area. To the west, toward Tevli, slopes ere gentle
and alevations range between 476 faet {145 meters) ard 528 feet (162
meters) sbove ses ievel. Eastward from Bronns Gors, clevations decline
gradually to 489 feet (149 meters) at the Zhegulyanks River and then rige
agaln slowly to spproximately 512 feet (156 meters) pesr Ivatsevichi.

Terrain immediately adjacent to the Brest-Moscow raiirosd trunkline

is 1n general slightly higher than tre edjscent land and falrly well

‘.Olﬁ!gt.
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Pigure 1. Draipsg . and loviand of
the type commorly Yovud in the
Pevlii-Ivatesvieri iz

Figure 2. A swampy forest charaateristic of gouthern Deloruasia.
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Arained. Moch of it de cwdar e tihivartion ATOESa GRD e, henevey,

0y

whe railroad is bhordered nw osuerme . bogs, and vonds. arhnhoowh gsone of

s

chese webt arese ara found sriihin the forests (Wi ROV are novs

Somaol along the vallavn of the ssvera) mesndeving rivas That aross

aree. in & novthwast-sovthenst divection. Swarma sl oo fose

P . s
Y H TV oy e
o

2rplly of the lowland flocd-plain tyve (Fisure

she wvater levels of whe louv-bankad river generallis riss 7 tn 10 foet

. Recsuse of

12 %o A meters) and flood rmeoh of the surrounding ic
P00 natural and srtiiicisd drainege . water reme’vng on ths cand, Pormdng
FenEs end hoss thet sre move or less s year-round festurs nf bthe
landscane . Much of the darp land iz covered with SWBrT srAss, neab
wosses and a poor grovih of brush or trees {Figure ﬁ)g Soms of tha une-
drained aress are covered with pools and have ro tree grosth. These

M [ TS
i ilivhes 5

e reftived Lo v ihe wmiive vopulation az galoe.,  Bu
swarpe and bogs Trequently freeze over, The depih of lea s denendent
on the thickiuese of snow eover during the periecd of intence freezing.
A heavy snow cover causes uneven freeaing of the waber srface apd
frecuently results in breake in the ice. Recently theve neve been
indicetions that the Soviets are stepping up thelr reciamitien nrogrem
and sre draining lerge sections of the fmTD aud bog srems for farming
(Figure 5). Notable progress has been raperted sround the sowm of

Berezs on the Yasel'da River.

-5 -
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v o roendenlain swame like those al.ung
rada. dda anvid Wlkhawehs Bivers.

rigure b, Swampland with its characterisiic
vogetatior of brush, trees, and marsh EIAss,

v v Ft wm e
Slettr e st Fa T
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E::Zgzlfz;ﬁ 5. Fraiving swampland

= Arestskaya Oblagty,

T@ L. Tyalead rovel scena durine fha
Leud smeaaon, T
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2. Boil Conditions and Overland Trafficabllity

s 2N

Exeept for the moors and the alluvial solls of river valleyes, the
30i1ls of the area developed msinly through the disintegratlon of glaciol
debris.

The soils of the area are of three general types: (1) falrly good
elayey zoil developed through the disintegratién of minernl-rich grouvnd
moraines; (2) generally poor scils consisting of gravel and sand
depceited as glacial outwash plain; and {3) moor soils. The soils range
frow various podsolic types tc pure peat. The mofe fertile sandy and
sandy-0iny podsols, are predominart at the higher levels and glong the
edges of moors and boge. Impadiately scuthwest of the Wolkbevets River,
clayey podscis predominzte for a distance of some 12 miles {20 kilometors ).
Sandy podsols cover the remainder of the sector except in areas of poor
drainege, where scils sre predominantly of the moor or pecit-deposit hype.

The principal obastacles to off-rcad movement are the swenps along
the rivers. iIn scme sections, thess aress are conpletely lupessable
to vehicles and can be crossed on foot only during the drier parts of
the year and during the winter monthe, when they are frozen. Such svamp
areas sve found along the Shebnya River near T&vli, along the Mukhavets
River southwest of Stanitsiya OGranchiisgy, near the seltlemsat of
Kutpevichl, along the Yasel'ds River at Bereza, and &lonz the Zhegulysnka

Biver near Ivatsevichi.

b -

GnEeCaR=E T
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Between March and ecarly Hay, the svamps ere couplotely lmpassable
+o hoth vehicles mnd parsons on Tool, except along oceasionm. tralls
{Figure 5). In fuet, almost 211 the river valleys and other lov avees
ayre impzssable during this pericd. From May to Decesber the svamps mey
he negotiated with cautlon afier recoancitering. During the heavy ralrs
af 1sbte sumner and early fall, secondary flooding occurg bub 1t is not
a sericvs aindrance to cross-tountry movement. Eetween December and
March the swerps sre frozen over to o depth of 1 to 15 luches and so
are esgily presadbie on foot.

Fxeopb For the swamps, traffi-ability in the Tevli-Ivatsevichi arce.
15 generally mood. ‘The terrain consiste of very gentle slopee. The
rivers ave shallow oad can be crossed at numerous fords dvring the dry
seagon. In wooded areas the undsrgeoviht is not dense encugh to create
smch of o aindrance to crosse-country movement.

3. Vegetabion

Vemetation in the Tevli-lvatsevichi arca i3 of thiee principal
sypes: woodland, brush and scrub, and grass and bog. Forest covers
more than hall the srea and is located generally oo the higher elevations;
wvhere the soll is coarse and sandy. Although mixed stands are not
uncomor. (Figure T); coniferous “rses predouinate throughout the area.
Pine oné spruce srs most numerous (Figure 8}. Deciduous vurieties
include alder, birch (Figure 9), an@ maple. Along the edges of swenps,
bozs, and ponis the common Lress are willows, poplars, dwart hirches,
and watér oake and alders.
- ’;; -
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Figawe 7. Vixed fovest with hesvy
srowih of brush an’ grass.
Figore 8, Pine foreet, typical
of “he hirhar, drier land
in the area.
. G f e e ReEim
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Figure i0. Lombering acilivity in a pine forest.

FtimfuF BT
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1w larger stands of foreet appear like leirpds of tveeg surrounded
by fars and seruk land or swvaam. The Fforesss are strineout o crder

%0 insure continuous erovbh and annual cyrops of troes ‘F‘i,"ma l.i“;} .

Hmnlier woodlsnds are merely lomged over. Forest stands of considavebie
size are found in the followias aress: (1) a stweich » kilometers (&
wiles) lonz between Tevii and Khar'ki; {2) a streteh 9 kilumters {3 miles)
long west of the Mukhavets River: {3} a streteh 12 kilometers {3 miles)

long bhetween Berers and the Zhegulyanka River east of dr

Gora Cmovr
%0 be n forest rescrva}; (&) o stratch € kilomsters (& wdiler; long
atwaen ﬁ‘.le}:,hﬁéhevc) and the Iwiseviehi vicinity.

Sicopes lmmediately belov the forest are covered by o Sfrangitional
arowth of scrub and brush vegetzilon ss are 8lso the newliy culb strips
within the forgsts. Closely nsscclebed witlh Torest and servh vegetation
s 8 cvoppiderable underyrowth of geess, varticularly at fowver alewmtions.

In areas wbet ares web the vear rownd, ther: Ls & igray varieby of
warsh and hog vegstation. Amnomg eonroh varieties ara marsh gmmes, gedge,
vush, willow, acd & vich assoruent of swamp plents {Flguse Li). Harsh

-

syass of coarse texture snd Dilat forwm erows to a asip

3t provides fsir concenlment, narticulerly just bafore 1% 15 havvested
i She summer snd early autumn dilsaire 12).  Cub mersh goaes is o uvally

stacked along the banks of rivers or ponds until winbae {P4

Some of 1%, hovever, is cerried by boat to naiphboring wit

Eoikhosey fF‘ig‘c@e i}, Pried mersh graes furnishes bodding T fexm

k)

Oy AT o v K
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Fipgurs 11, Heavily vegetated swanp aroa.

Flgure 12, Farmer harvesting marsh grass.

R W
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Figars 13, Varsh grags stacksd alonp the Yasel'ds River,

Figure Ui. Trausporting marsh grass Gv boatb.

Frnfimlnbele]
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animals and also is frequently used Tor thaiching. %he twigs of willoyw
ra2es are used for basket weavirg, for Jencing favws sad Fialds, and in

congtructing wvicker cavssways acrogs swumps.

Tue rivers that cross the Tevli-Ivatgeviehi sves are bributary to
three msjor river sysbems -- the Bug, Privyat, ard Nemen. The Mukhavets

River, tributary to the Bug River, hes two tributaries within the ares -

wne Bhebnys and the Gorodechna. The Former intergects the rallroed
sbout 3 kilometers (2 pilez} soutbwast of Tevli, the iatter near Khar'ki

to the northeast. The Yasel'da River, vhich flove past Deraya, and
the Zhelegulyanka, whlech join the Yasel'ds & kl)ﬂﬂ?ﬁ&f& {4 miles)
southwest of Nebhacheve, are tributary to the Pripyat. The Shehara
River flows into the Newen: its tributary, the Gryvde . crosses hthe
reilroad immediatelv esst of Ivatsevieh? snd again favither t%o the
northeast.

Nome of these six streams iz navigable by bosts lerger than small
rowboats, nole boats, zad motorboats {Figure 15). The rivers Crecze
over every winter, usually during Novembar Dut somebimes o3 early as

inte Octobar or as late ss the first pavt of December. Thawing
nsually ccowrs in the latter nart of March, but it may be 82 late ag
the third week of April.

Partimalarly severe flooding occurs duri ng the svring thaws, vhen

villages and settlements located on the alightly higher ground become

« £}
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Figura 15. Fammer poling horss
and plow across a swamp,

Figure 16, Parm surrounded by flood waters,
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‘wolzted islsnds (figare 16). Woter levels way rise fraw po 10 feet

(%

3 metersi snd rewsin at that sevel for 1 or 2 wesk: pefore receding.

P,
v}
¢
P}

WA

1§ the thaw occurs graduaily, flocd conditions may persie . Yor geveral
wonthe. AL filoof atage iv is lmpossible To Crose the ssarches by foob
{Figure 17 }. Hines all streams in the area are porders1 Ly swampland,
they are difficult to cross by I00t ot any Seeson excenl, during the few

winter months when they ere Yrozen Over.

The Mukhewets River 18 erossed vy the railrozd soue i~if2 miles

{2«1]’2 kilometers ) southwest of Staticn Uxanciltey.

wara the river

vayries in depth from 3 o 16 teet 11 to % meters) and is sboub 33 feet
11D meters) wide. The current is siow, and the flat banks are swanp-
and peat-coverad.
e pallroad crosses the Yasel'da River, which is 59 wiies (99
%ilometers) long. approximetely 1 mile {1.6 kilomaters} northeast of
Fereya. At this poiat, the river is Letvecn 100 and L3 rzeb (30 to

20 meters) wide and from 2 w0 4.5 Tonti 0.0 The
A

relocity aversges from 1.5 Lo 3 Ject (0.5 to 3.9 meters) ney Aecond.
he bottom consists of hHoth send and silt and containg many potholes.
the ~iverbed io wianding, with numeicus Sherp TUrns; aliernsie ciBonels

ond tributaries, and sandbanks. The benks ars irom 1.3 o D feet {0.5

bo L.t z:‘s; high end are covaered with reeds intenuzes with some brush
{(Figuce 18}. Desgpite its swapy nature, iarge secclons of the wide

walley are plsnted in potatoes, grain, and Irul% trees. Approximately

LD -

GewBw(i=R~B-T

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP79-00945A000100010001-1



Sanitized - Approved For Releage:.£IA-RDP79-00945A000100010001-1

Figure 17. Swemp and flood land of ithis
type can be crossed by boat only.

Figure 18, Typical vegetation along river banks,
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Loamile L. piloneters) soubhozas o

the Yasel'da Diver o svarmaed by a ooy

zro laike) {werna, L oadles 16 kilometer:s

southengterly divaead)

o

sovthwest of Hekhacheve. Within the stvdy area. bthe width of the river
varies Trom 39 to 26 feet (17 o 22 aeters}. Tae valloy is 2 to 2-L/2

alles 19 o & kilonmetars ) wide and [s axbtrenely swsumpy.

The Goyvwdn Blver Tlop om vhe aorthweab: beayond the railroad

» =

srosaing at Yrvabtoevicad, 16 gwiage nordh and iz crossel by the railroad
& second tilme scome k.9 miles U7.9 wilonmeltersz! o the vorthesst. At
Ivatsevizhl the Cryvvds River i3 revorbtedly sbouas 160 fsel {30 meters)
wide and 16 to 20 fees {5 o 6 weters! deep. Jush soush of the reilrosd

hridges 173 mile £1/2 kilometer)

spidpe tee river is owogsed by a hig

aorth of the rallrosd 1s a secondan~road Tridze.

The Tovii-Ivatsevrichi area is vart of o trapsitic. zore hetween

e continenta. climabe of Muronean Bussia and the meritime clivabe of

he  Lonbinental i

r Baltic Sen o

Auring the winter. vhieh is charneverised by fairily cold wsethier
interrupied ceeasionelly by milder weather. Average tomparebares are
senerally below freening from Deceubeyr throuvgh Feoruary, wut oelowe

lreering Leuwpovaitures may extend frox FHovenber "o Mareh. Thes spells

of warmer weather ir winter sre weocxgenied by foz and thaw, during
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which the accummisted ice sod snow cover oceacionally selts sway
conpletely. The influence of meritine elimabe i¢ nost nohiceabie
during the summsr monshs frop Moy through August. Summer temperatures
fluctvste frow wars to hot, and the heat iz aspecially unconfortable
because of the high hunidity. Spring and fall are trensitlon periods.
Spring, lasting from early March to zbout the middle of May, is mild
and extremely webt. The general rise of spring temperztures is interrupted
by occaslonal frosts, vhich occur chiefly afi night. The outstanding
chavacteristic of soring is the widenpread flocding of the land caused
mainly by the exeessive rise of river waters. Fell usuzlily begins in
Beptenber and is marked by cool, wet days.

1. Temperstures

The average sanusl temperature in the area is about L35°P. January
is the roldest month, with a2 mean tamerature of 2LCF. The abeolute
Janvary extremes are -20.20F and 48.2°F, Freezirg weather usuvslly
begins about the end of November and lasts roushly 130 deys. Thawing
Zenerally sets in st the end of March, although skort thews may oceur
throughout the winter.

Spring temperatures average fron 320 to 5001'*", ut cecasional cold
spells bring {rosts and thermometer readings of 4 or 5 Gegrees below
freezing.

Summer daytine vemperatures may rise showe GOCR 5 Julv and August.

but cooler nights with temperstures of 500»59°F are common. In summer,

- 12 -
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. A Y

thers are sbout 100 doys during which the tomperatures 4o aot fall
neiow 1‘,‘,23&’&’,

Fall weather is considerably conler, with temperetures ranging
vetvzer 5¢° and L5F during the dsy end dropping to between L0° and
320F at night.

Average monthly znd yearly temperatures recorded at Brest and
Pinsk, the two westher stations located nearest the study area y are
ag follows:

Average Monthly end Yearly Temperatures
tin degrees Fahranhei?h

SBtetion I IX IIT IV V VI VIX VIII IX ¥  Xi XII Yearly

Brest 23.7 26 33.8 4k.B 57.8 62,6 66.2 63.8 55,7 b5 36 28 45
Pinek 23 2k 33 44,5 57.8 52,4 65.3 63 55.6 Wb 6 T4 8 26.6 uh.8

2. Precipitation

Precipitation witkin the Tavli-Xvetsevichi sres is genevally
abundant during the sumer months bul scmewhet scant during the winter.
Yearly precipitation for tbe ares averages 22 to 2% inches. vune , July,
and August are the vebtest moaths, with précipitation avernging 3 to 4
inches per month. Sumser railns sre short and heavy and ecreste loesl
floods in some areas, especially in late July and August. Precipiitation
ie lowest betweer Januvary and Msren, amcunting to spproxisetely 1 inch
per nonth.

During the wiater the snow cover’ of the area is intermittent because

of frequent thaws. The first snowfsll usually occurs about the middle

o 13w
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of Foverber and she last about the middle off March. (o the average,

the ground is snow covered between 70 to 90 days a yesr, and maximum

snow cover muy exceed L Lo % incues in depth in ecme places. Only

Auring extremely severe winters Joes the snov cover becoms sufficlently

deep to requirs removal.

The foliowing tables provide data on precipitaticn ard snow cover

as rezorded ot the neavoy weather stations of Breet apd Pinsks

{e} Monthly and Yearly Precipitation
fin inches)

Stetion I X1 XXX IV YV VI VI VIIX IX X XI_ XII Yearly

Arest  1.16 .9% 1.04 1.92 2.48 3.00 3.76 2.16 2.08 1.72 1.52 1.2k 23.04

Pinslk L0 L35 1.08 1,75 2.20 3,12 3,76 2,80 2,00 1.80 1.40 1.20 23.32

{2) Depth of Snow Cover by Months

P e

{iteasured in inches over three l0-day pericds )

U Buggiber 0 Doceorber danusyy

Station I 1@ @I I A R SR « SR & 3

Brest 0 0 .39 1.17 1.5 1.% 3.12  3.12 2.66

Pinsk 0 W0 8 17 2.3% 2466 3.% .68 468
e RO UBTY U -5 SR .~ 2 S
Station I 1 IIL X %L L0 SN G & 5 414
Brest 3.51 3.9 2.66 2.3 1.56 .19 ¢ 0 0
Pinsk .68  5.46 .68 3.5L 2.66 1.56 39 0 9

-l -
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Northuesterly winds preval’ througheud the Tevii-Tveiesvichi ares
during the sumer. bringing beat ané moigture Trom the Daltic Sea arens.
Cyclonle storms with wind welocitiss of 20 to 30 miles an bour frequenily
pass over the area. On balmy svarer fryvs. loesl breezes Trom the
swanpy aress o the more heated dvy-igrd avean blow reguiariy bebwaeen
10 a,m. and % p.m. Doring the vinter nontha, vwinds 2snpgs From the
south througs noriheast.

b Tisibility and Dloud Cover

In summey . mexiour cloudiness acours at night or eavly moraing
and in the afberooon. Wight or eerly norning ekies frequently have a
cover of low stratus cioufs, whick often form continuous sheets. After~
noon clouds ave usually of the cumpius type. Cloudiness, mainly of low
stratus btype, ls sxtengive in winter.

Grcmnﬁ Fog 2sn be observerd in the early movning and labe evening
hours, particularly during soring and fall. Much of 1% 1z of local
character and resulis frou the presence of swamps and bogs. Morning
fog usually Lifts between Q@ and 10 2.m., Tn winter, visibility is
poorest during the cccosional thaws, when fog wmey blerket the whole

ayea for 2 or 3 days at a time.

B-EneR~BaT
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5. Setbil c:mrwn*” end Economy

e

L. Popuiation Densiby, Distribution, and Ftumic Comeosition

in comparicon with the rest of the Belorussian SUR Lhe nopulatlon
density beiween Tevli and Bronna Gora is fairly nigh -- 43 o 90
perseng per squarz miles (’21«»2’33 per sguare kilomster). ¥rom Bronna
GCorn eastwvard to ivatcavichi the density diops to less thap 25 persons
per squere mile {fewer than 6.% per sguare kijometer). A small per-
centage of the people iives in the larger settlements, bub the greatb
majority lives in small, widely scabttered villages. ‘Whese villages
are the centers of kolkhozes end sversge less than 300 in populstion.
For goods and services they rely on warket towns, such as Pruzhana,
Kobrin, and Bereza, which have populations of 5,000 oy more. Individual
dwellings on separate rpicts of land are UNCOMEKNG.

Thne rural population is exivemely poor, living fur ths most part by
farming, lumboriny, livestocoh rnising, peat cutting, sad fishing (Fig‘.z;‘e
19). Nome cf theze occupations yieids more than a bare iivelihood. Low
sanitary ptandards and sxbtrspely peor living gua-iers contribute o
the spread of contagious disemses. fp addition, iice, fieas, Tlies,
and other insects are rumerous, and the water is generally polluted.
Malaria is widespread throughout the swamplands. Other common diseases
are dysentery, byphus, spoitted fever, aslatic cholerva, smallpox, typhoid

tfever, scarlet fever, ague. and horse fly plague.

Gupe{«R=K~T
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Figure 19. Method of fishing practiced in
most of the swamps of Belorussia,
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Five ethnic groups live in Bresthkays Ublest'; and prasumably all
of these are represented within the study aree. Delorussisng comprise
the overvhelming wajority; with Poles, Greeat Russians, Jews, and
Ukrainisns forming smwall minorities. A few Tatars may slso live in the
area.

The Belorussians, constituting 31 percent ¢f the population, differ
only slightly from the Great Russians ir origin, language, religion, and
culture. There is little feeling of diztionctiveness or of hostility
between the two groups. This fact, combined with the general political
apathy of the Belorussians makes it wunlikely that they wvould participate
o eny great extent in overt scts of vesistance to the Soviet regime.

As & group the Belorussilans are backward. Culturally, poiltically,
and economically, they have been dominated almest continualliy by the
Russian, Jewish, or Polish minorities. Most of the Belorussians are
rural dwellers, and they comprise ouly & minority of “he population in
the larger towns like Bereza. Those who move into towns tend to lose
their distinctive characteristics and to become Fussiiied or Polonized.

The Poles, about 6 percent of the populatiorn, are distinet in
eculture, religion, and languege from both the Great Russians and the
Beloruseians. Because of these differences the Foles are likely to be
hostile %o Soviet rule and often become leaders of resistance groups.

Great Russisns number only some 2 to 3 percent of the populstion;

but they hold many of the top administrative and technical posts. Their
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legrsiny o the Dovien repine is ascured by thelr dominant »ositicn and

Han Sovied Union.

by thelr ethnlc Ldentity with whe Buasion w

Uk Jdews forn a smeldl minordty that live nl
the larger tevme. Since they are pomevfnnt bether aducated than the
obther evhnie prouns, they play ap impertent role in ocity LiPe, especially
in businesy sctivities.
The Ukrainians differ from the Grest Rueslans to a rreater extent
then do the Beiorussiars, and they #is0 possess greaber polivical
apcicusness. The Ukrainians. therzfore, ave more likelv o take par

in active resistence te¢ the Soviet ragime.

e Agrlmalbweal Activity

Becauge much of the Tevli-lvetsevichi aves i eovers d by swamp

and marsh, only about o third of the toial s enitivated or used for
srasing. AL the eastern and western ends of the study erag -~ between

Tevli and CGranchitsy and between Ferezs and Ivatooviehi o Jess than
30 percsnt of the land is faraoed. To the middle section. bhetween
werchitey and Bereza, silightly aove land is far wed, 55 e LD percent.
Hecentiy the amourt of land suitable for cultivation bag aen increased
somewhat, throygh drainage projecis.

The cool, damp climate and he sandy to 1osny soil rrovide
nonditicne favorsble for the grovth of winter rye, oats, sunmer barley,
potatose, Todder., fisx, and hemp. Herdy vegetavles (chiefily cebbages,
“arvote . and beets) and melons are grown in sufficient gquantities for
Loeal needs

Y
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predt animals, pacrticulerly horsee, ave used in large nwrbers. The
cattle raised in the acen are Holsteins. Sheep and goats are pastured
with the eattle. Homs, chickens, ducks, and geese are reised on most
of the farme and form the moin meat supply of the people.

nter iz generally obtained Trom shallow wells 6.5 to 13 feet
i2 o b meters) deep, with well-sveeps in the form of a iong pole
balanced in the crotoh of & forked tree.

Lacnuse drainage is poor throughout the area and the soil is wet
sad cold, spring crops are yellow rather then green. The shallow surfacs
dlheches dug ot repular intervals of 30 to 60 feet {0 %o 18 meters)
rake the cultivation of row crops difficult. One-horse plows sre in
general use, and harrovs are made entirely of wood, even the pointed
spikes.

Por the most part the rural settlements are self-sufficient. Flax
iz woven by the vomen, and large hurdles of it can be seen drying
vprighe egainst the walls. Sheev supply both wool for homespun winter
clothing and sheepskin for coats and hets. Rye straw and mairsh grass
are pilec to dry in barn enclosures or in the fields usvally in round
stacks raisad 3 feet (1 meter) off the ground on wooden plles.

3. Setilements and Local Industries

The wmost conmon type of settlement in the Tevll-Ivatsevichi ares
ls the linear villege {Strassendorf), strung out along a fairly wide
Het roed {(Figure 20). The villazes of Tevii, Khar'ki, Sosnuvka,

Crenchitsy, ¥sbaki, and Bluden' arve good exemples of Strassendorf

= 1 -
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Figure 20, A Strassendorf village of the type seen throughout |
Belorussia,

Figure 21, Village located on high ground above Yasel'da River,
Note the stack of marfh grass resting on stilts,

S.ECR.ET
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thlements . Scome of “hese villases are as much as 1.5 miles (2.5
¥llometers) in length. Throughout most of the study ares, willages
nee spaced roughly 1.5 to 5 miles {2.4 to 8 kilometers) spart. Distances,
ovever, vory considerably, depending on such factors as available
agricultural land, dralnage, snd vegstation. illages ere commonly
built oo betber drained sites above the high-watsr level, notably on
the elevaced banks of rvivers {Figure 21). The population averages
prtween S00 and 1,900 inhablitents per villege.

Host of the villages are supplied with electricity. Houses are
single-storied and of wood comstruction. Many bave theiched rools,
wah goge are roofed with tile or shest iron. Hollow-stemaed reads.
Tlat marsh grass, and rye straw are used for thatehing. This creates
1 Plre daacgey, and ladders or long poles to aid in fire Tighting can
wiways br seen near the buildings {Flgure 22). Houses goldom heve
ayee than Swo rooms, o8ch with a8 small wood-framed windcw. HMost
Parmhouses pave a fenced-in garden plot about lf8 acye in size,
gresurabliy for vegetables. Isolated farmsteads, dating back to the
Polish adninistration of the sresa, sare relatively few and are usually
sonompenisd with the tradibional sweep well (Figure 23).

Gevasnl of the setilements in the syrea are built along the main
wrunkiine oy around vailread shtebtions or sidings. Many are closely

2.

snociahed vith railroad activities. Such settlements are geunerally

e

vaterced to as railroade-gtation villages or towns. Ivatssvieni,

SeBeloR-B-T
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Figure 22, White Russian farmhouse of rough-

hown logs with reed-thatched roof. Note the
wooden poles used for fire fighting.

Pigure 23. Former Polish farmstead with
traditional well sweep,

S-E-C«RE.T
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Hekhachaws, KossovovPoleggkoye Eronna Gora, and Linovo sre examples of
“his typs. The rayon center of Bereza, the largest commmity in the
ared, s the only real oxample of a cluster-type settlement.

fetailed ivformetion on towns is available enly on the main
settlemenia of the area -~ Bereza snd Ivatsevichi. Fragmentary
information is also available for some of the less important sebtlaments.

DUREZA, classified by the Soviets as a city (gorod), has & population
roughly eetivated at 6,000 to 8,000 inbabitants. Most of the many Poles
who once lived here have been evacuated to Poland. The city. vhich is
a market place for the surrounding villages, is centered sround two
nearly parsllel roads crossed at right angles by several side streets.
Toe center of the city is densely built up with one- and two-story
brildings of the blockhouse type, some brick and others wood. Outside
e cenher of the eity, the houses are mostly of wood. They ere widely
spaced . cach surrounded by its owvn small garden. These houses have no
foundatlons and are thatched with straw or ronfed with sbset metel or
wod

A few of the main streets are paved witk cobbiestones, but most
are wpaved. They vary from 20 to 33 fesit (6 to 10 meters) in width
rod, except for the min streets; have no sidewalks. 'Fhere is no street
sighting.

Fosi, 0 not all, of the houses have electricity, supplied by &

power plent on the Yasel'da River northeast of the city. A steam-cperated

A N N
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wvatervorks is located north of the railrvoad bridge and 165 feet {30
nekers) vest of the river, but wvater is actually piped into very few
tuildings . The Bereze fire depertment hes an observation tower 50 to
6% fect (15 to 20 weters) high. Other buildings in %the city include a
sharmecy; @ motion-picture theater; a post, telephone, ard telegraph
officz; #0d & church.

Devezs contains several industrial establishments. A gteam-
sperated sewmill and a brick factory sre located in the western
asetion of the city. The brick factory has an 8-foot (£5-meter)
weick smokestack and two kilns. In the center of town is a flour
Miil znd ocn the northern outskirts en unidentified factory. Among the
ather iudustriss are a8 linen textile mill and 2 cement plant. A
wruck-repals plant just south of the brickysrd formerly performed major
overhinls, but it reportedly was moved out of the city in 1549,

tn estimated 15 percent of Bereza was demaged or destroved during
Horld Yar I1, but practically all of it has been reconstructed.

AVATSEVICHT, classified by the Soviets as a city-type setilement

{posyelick gorodskogo tipa), is & railroad town, with s population of

approximstely 3,000. Houses are widely spaced and are generally one-
gtory wood or drick buildings with lov gable roofs thatched with straw
or covered with sheet iron. The sireets vary from 33 to 39 feet (10
50 12 metors) in width and s except for the cobblestoned highway, are

uapavst. The town has no sidewalks, street lighting, or drainasge.
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L% Ls vapplied with electricity. but water is drawn from wells. There
~g a post and telegraprh office in the towm.

A major industrial plant of Ivatsevichi is the alcohol factory,
which uses potatoes as raw material and has its own power plant. Of the
four sawnills in town, three are powered by steam and one by gesoline
motors. Attached to one of the sawmills is en MVD woodworking factory,
producing windows, doors, and sinple furniture. North of the highway
is a Truck-repulr shop. A% the southwest edge of town are 10 gasoline

storsge venks. A small machine shop is also loceted in Zvatsevichi.
op

ZYLEL is a Strassendorf-type village stretching for about a mile
{1.6 xilometers)clong an unimproved &irt road that intersects the Breste
Hoscow truakline. Tts houses are one-story wood bulldings with Llow
zable roofs thatched with straw or marsh gress. Houses extend along
both sides of the small vailroad stetion. HNear the eastern end of the
villagz sre & church, a cemetery and chapel, and 5 windni.ll. A shord
flatence south of the station is & post and telegraph off'ice. The
populasicn consists of some 800-1,000 White Russian and Polish paeasants.

YO is divided into two sections. The larger, which is a

linear~Lpe settlement, is located about 1 mile (1.6 kilometers)
apprthwest of Oranchitsy stabion. Ih is.referred to on Soviet meps

a3 M. ldnovo. The second seetion of the settlement is eonsiderably
swaller . btelng agsociated mainly with the Oranchitsy railrosd station.
Sear the »ailroad settlement are several army barrscks end & storage

araa for oll, petroleum, and lubricants.
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SIORUDKA is a small village 3 miles (5 kilometers) north of
Oranchlisy stabtion. Althougt it lies outside the limits of the study
araa. 1t is lmportant because of the significant military activity nearby.
The willage is square in shape, with houses loosely spaced along four
dlet roads that cross at right angles. All the houses are of wood, and
several have becore quite dilapidated. The few nevly constructed
buildings are mostly barracks, believed to be occupied by Red Army
persomnal. A car-repair plant is reportedly lccated in the village.

In ¥he eastern part of the settlement is a narrov-gange railroad

gration.

ELUDEN' is a combination Strassendorf and railroad-station village.

It extends for roughly 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the Bereoza
Kartuskaya station westward along the railroasd. It consists of some
50 4 80 wooden houses strung along two parallel dirt rosds. The only
industrisl activity is essociated with the extensive railread facilities
in tbe station srea. The viliage populetion is estinated at 800-1,000
inbabltante.

“ARECE'YE is located on the east side of the Yasel'ds River,
fmedistely beyond the reilroaxd-bridge crossing. It consists of a
group of houses loosely arranged along a dirt road that parallels the
rvaiiresd. EBach of the 80-0dd dwellings bas a 1/2-acre plot for truck
gerdening. The western edge of the village borders & svampy ares of

the Yasel'da floodpplain and is exposed to frequent flooding.

Y.
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1RONNA GORA 1s a railrond village of some kO to 50 wooden houses.
Tre populstion consists of 500-1,000 fermers, reportedly Whlte Russisans.
Most of the houses are loosely spaced along two intersecting dirt rosds.
Thev sre mostly one-story buildings with gable roofs thatched with
marsh geass or slate coversd. Each house has 1ts own fencad-in garden
plot. In the northern outskirts, there ig & gmall smuimill that
produces furnituce for local use. Former PW barracks are iocated near
the reilroad station. The village probably billets some of the
allivary persomel connected with the nearby smuunition dump.

HEXGACHEVO is a farming settlement strung along whe reilroad aond
apin highway west of the XKossovo-Polesskoye stabica. It consists of
som: U single~-story wooden buildings and has an estinsted population

of 1,500. ‘The village has slectricity end 2 community water well.

KOSSOVO-POLESSKOYE 1s & small railrcad-station village located
juss cast of Nekhachevo. The single-story wooden houses are focused
around 5 rosd intersection north of the raiiroad station. The village
popuistion, which is reported to be somevhat larger than That of

Hekhocheve, is primarily engaged in lumbering and potsto farming.

¥. FTeangportetion

Yhe backbone of the Tevli-Ivatsevichi rallroad scctor is the
internationally strategic Brest-Moscov trunkline. Apsrt from being
the main trapnsporiation artery of the sector, it is the keystone of

21l zconcmic and militery activity in the area. A secondary but
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nevertheless important transportation route is the recently improved
Breat-Bobruysk-Moscow Highwey. This roed, which crosses the eastern
part of the study area, roughly parsllels the rallroad from Bereza to
Ivetsavichi. With the repair of wartime damages, the road is becouing

increasingly important for local and interregionsl traffic. Other

means of transportation in the area include several narrov-gauge branch

lires and & pumber of improved and unimproved dirt roads that intersect

the mairn railroad at several points.

1. Yhe Brest-Moscow Trunkline

“he section of rallroad between Tevli and Ivatsevichi is part of
the main Gouble~track trunkline comnecting Brest with Moscow. This
stean~-operated railroad is by for the most important in Belorussia
ard one of the primary trunklines in the Soviet Union. It provides the
shortegt connection between the central industrisl region around
Mosoow and the manufacturing and marketing centers of Central and
Westerr. Furope. I% also provides an important militery link between
Moscow, Warsaw, and East Berlin. During World War IXI, it was the msin
supply route of the Germans in their thrust toward Moscow.

i1 the following paragraphs the Tevlii-Ivatsevichi section of the

tronkline is desceribed in detail. The information provided on features

guch as ralls, signals, trackage, and traffic, hovever, perteins also

to +he BresteMoscow trunkline as a2 whole.

D6 -
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a. Trackege and Roadbed

The trunkline was badly damaged during World War II » particulaerly
in the areas around Bereza and Ivatsevichi. Until 1947, it operated
as a single-track line because of the many temporary repairs being
made on the roadbed and bridge crossings. By the fall of 1947, however,
Red Army engineers had completely regraded the roadbed, replaced rails
end ties, and double tracked the entire line. The new road.ed
appears to be well maintained, is approximately 20 feet wide, end isg
predominantly sandy. Short stretches of the line, however, have a
crushed-rock and gravel ballast (Figure 24). Since tte railroad crossee
generally flat terrain, it has no sharp curves or steep grades. The
maximum curvature radius is 1,640 feet (500 meters). In the vicinity
of Bronna Gora, the ruling grade is 0.96 percent (ascending) over a
distance of about 1,300 feet (400 meters).

b. Rails, Ties, and Signaling System

The entire Brest-Moscow trunkline is provided witk type Ia heavy-
duty reils. Ties are of wood and are well treated agsinst deterioration.
They are spaced at the rate of 1,440 tiece per 3 »281 feet (1,000 meters)
of track. Hand switches and block-type signals are used in railroad
stations and yards. The semiautomatic block system was reportedly
supplied by the Germsn firm of Siecmens and Halske. Electric semaphores
are Installed at the stations of Bereza-Kartuskaya, Ivatsevichi » and

Oranchitsy. Much of the signaling, however, secems to be done by hand.

- 27 -
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Figure 2li, Fast train on the Brest-Moscow trunkline, Note the
gravel ballast,

Figure 25° Narrow-gauge railroad of the type used in the
study area,
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A common sight i3 an 0ld men or woman stending cutside » hut holding a
rolled yellow flag as a signal that the train can proceed with safety.

¢. Bridges and Culverts

Along the Tevli-Ivatsevichi section of the rallroad, there are 5
fairly large and 9 smaller railroad bridges and 13 or more culveris.
The larger bridges cross the {lorodechna, Mukhavets, Yasel'da,
Zhegul'yanke, and Gryvda Rivers. All the bridges were destroyed during
Horld War II, and st first mokeshift wooden structures were used as
subgstitutes. All the wooden bridges have now been replaced by
permanent installations. The smaller secordary bridges span tributary
streems and larger drainage ditches. Culverts; usualily of concrete
construction, are located chiefly in asreas that ere poorly drained
or subject to floods.

The railroad bridges across the Gorodechna and Mukhavets Rivers
are located about 5 and 13 miles (8 and 21 kilometers) northeast of
Tevli, respectively. Both are single-span stecl structures approximetely
65 feet (20 meters) long. The estimated wicth between abutments is 45
feet (1% meters), and the height above water level is about 12 feot
{h meters).

The bridge across the Yasel'da River is located 4 miies (6
kilometers) east of the Rereza-Kartuskaya station and approximatoly
1.5 miles (2.4 kilometers) northeast of the town of Beresa. The nmost

significent rallroad bridge in the study area, it consists of a
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single-span steel truss epproximately 165 feet (50 meters) long. The
bridge is bullt on two reinforced-concrete piers and has a 16-foot
(S-meter) clearance above mean water level. Prior to 19kh the Yasel'da
bridge was of & through-truss type, having 2 single-spen super=
structures on common abutments.

A Qdeck~type bridge of plate girder comstruction crosses the
Zhegul'yanke River some 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) east of Bronne Gora.
According to reports, two single~track supersiructures are built on
common abutmente. The span length is estimated at T2 to 82 feet
{22 to 28 meters) and the height above mean water level at 11 feet
(3.5 meters).

A recently completed railroed bridge crosses the Gryvda River
epproximately 1 mile (1.6 kilometers) northeast of the Ivatsevichi
railroad station. The single-span steel structure replaces a wooden
bridge located some 50 feet (15 meters) to the south. The new bridge
has reinforced-concrete abutmente, and a reinforced-concrete pler in
the middle of the stream. According to reports the bridge has an
overall length of 187 feet (57 meters) and a width of 20 4o 26 fest
(6 to 8 meters); the height above mean water level is some 20 feet
(6 meters).

d. Branch Lines and Spurs

Narrow-gauge branch lines lead northward from the main line at

Oranchitsy, Bereza-Kartuskays, Bronna Gora, and Nekhachevo stations.

~ 29 -
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At Ivatsevichl, & narrow-gauge line branches off in a southerly direction.
Most of the branches are of 3'6" gauge and are used primarily for
industrial or military traffic. Because of poor rcadbeds, in meny cases
121d across swampy ground, traffic on these lines is light and trains
consist of only 4 to 6 cars pulled by cbsolete steam or diesel engines.
Narrow-gauge rails are generally spiled to wooden ties that are spaced
1.5 feet {50 centimeters) apart. In a few stretches the rails are
serewed to iron ties. Much of the industrial freipght carried consists
of lumber and peet (Figure 25). Militery shipments include stores,
ammunition,; some motorized equipment and spare parts, and unspecified
nunbers of troops.

A steam~operated narrow-gpuge line leads from Oranchitsy atation
northward to Slubudka and Pruzhans. The line is 7.5 miles (13 kilometers)
long and serves primarily the needs of Red Army installations located
at Slobudke and Pruzhens.. Some sources indicate that the line mey have
been improved to meet incressed traffic demands. A short broad-gauge
gpur leads to the oil-storage area near Oranchitsy station.

Accordling to early postwar information, a narrow-geuge line leeding
in a north-northwesterly direction connected with the trunkline at
Bereza-Kartuskoye station. It was about 20 miles (32 kilometers) long
and terminated in 2 peat and forest area near the improved road con-
necting Pruzhana and Slonim. Stops were made at the small settlements

of Selets and Mikhalin. Since no activity has been reported on this
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line in recent years, it may gquite possibly have been abandoned. An
unconfirmed report, indicates that a newly constructed single-track
branch line leaves the trunkline some 9 miles (15 kilometers) west
of Biuden' and lesds in a northwesterly direction.

According to Soviet msps at the scule of 1:500,000, a narrow-gauge
siding ebout 2 miles (3.2 kilometerglonz also leeds castward from
Oranchitey station. This spur reportedly runs to & sandpit in the
weetern suburbs of Bereza.

At Bronna Gora a small spur branches off %o & local sawmill.,

About 1.8 miles (3 kilometers) northeast of the settlement is another
narrow-gange branch line that lesds to the large ammunition dump north
of Bronna Gora. This line, which is some 4.4 wiles (7.3 kilometers)
long, is used solely for military traffic. Recent reports seem to
indlcate that this branch is being converted toc broad gauge.

Before 1945, a steam-operated narcov-gauge line led northwest from
Kossovo-Polesskoye station for a distance of about 11 miles (17
kilometers) and terminated neer a glass factory northeast of the gettlement
of Mikhalin. According to PW reports, wartime dambges along the line
(particularly destroyed bridges) have not been repaired, and the line
may have been abandoned or dismantled.

At Ivatsevichi, the trunkline connects with a siZable network of
narrow-gauge lines. A light railrosd leads from Ivatsevichi southweste

ward to Ivenovo on the Brest-Pinsk~Iuninets trunkline. Two Preight
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trains a day travel the entire distance of some 60 miles (96 kilometers)
in each direction. Each train veportedly consists of L to & low~side
gondola cars pulled by a steam or diesel-iype engine. DBranching off
this narrow-~gauge line are spurs leading to various setilements on the
Oginskiy Canal. The most important of these is the spur leadlng to the
town of Telekhany.

e. Adjoecent Telegraph and Telephone Lines

An open-wirs line roughly perallels the reilroad between Tevli
and Oranchitsy. It originates at Brest and is believed to be a
telegraph line. In the vicinity of Tevli the line runs on the noxrth
side of the track. Some 6 miles (10 kilometers) farther to the east,
it crosses the railroad esnd then follows the south side of the track
for an estimated 4 miles (6 kilometers). After recrossing the rasilroad,
it continues slong the north side, gradually veering off to the northe
west in the direction of Baranovichi and Minsk. According Lo eyewiiness
reports, the telegraph line has single wooden peles about 26 feet (8
meters) high and spaced sbout 130 feet {40 meters) apart. The single
crossbars are of wood, and there are no gpare insulators. Reports
also indieate that an underground telecommunications ceble closely
follows the route of the open-wire line.

A second open-wire line (also referred to as a telephone live)
enters the study ares from the southwest at Bereza. I, too, origlostes

gt Brest and leads to Slutsk and Mogilev. This line consists of 12

"‘:?
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wires strung on wooden poles 26 Peet (8 meters) high and some 140 feet
(43 meters) apart. It roughly follows the south side of the railread to
a point neer Ivatsevichi, where it turns off to the northeast.

. Rallroad Stations and Maintenance Faeilities

The official Soviet Railrcad Timetable for 1956 lists 11 railrosd
stations and flapg stops within the study area. From west to east s they
are Tevli, Lyasy, Kanarskiy, Oranchitsy, Pevlovichi Polesgkiye,
Peschanim, Bereze Kartuskaya, Zarech'ye, Bronne Gora, Kossoves
Polesskoye, and Ivatsevichi. Of these, Bereza Kartuskaye is the lergest
and best equipped' station. It is the only stop for fast tyaing within
the area and trains stop for a period of 15 minutes. Kanmerskiy, Peschanka,
ant Zarech'ye are fleg stops only. The remaining stations are used only
by slowv passenger and freight treins. The stopping time for pass:énger
treins averages 3 to 7 minutes. Rallroad maintensnce and traffic
fa,cilities, at individual stations ere as follows:

Tevli

{1} Smmll station building

(2) Loading ramp with freight shed

{3) Water tower

(4} Small repair shop and forge

{5} Small yard consisting of 3-4 terminal tracks
2 sidings 650 and 980 feet (200 and 300 meters) long

Lyssy
(1) Small station or loading ramp
(2) 2 sidings
- 33 -
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Kanarskiy

(1) Plag stop only; located a short distance west of Oranchitsy
station

ranchitey

{1) Iarge station aree with storage buildings and huts; western
part of station handles meinly passenger traffic; eastern
part used for freipht traffic

{2) Railroed yard consisting of & or 5 terminal tracks,
8 s1dings, snd a track scele

(3) Water tower

{4) Junction facilities for nerrow-gauge line leading to
Pruzhana

Pavlovichi Polesskive

(1) @artime information indicated that 2 sldings, 8 switches, and
2 signel end control towers were destroyed in 194k. .They may
possibly bave been replaced)
Peschanks ‘ .
(1) Plag stop only
Berezs Kartuskaye

(1) Single-story brick station on north side of main track-at
northern ocutskirta of settlement of Bluden'.

(2) Iarge railrosd yerd at castern end of the station; imcludes
"T" track and switching area, with room for as many as 50
parked cars; engine house with turntable end repair shops
accamnedating 10-15 locomotives; open storage area and esh
pit; coaling area, with storage space for 1,000-2,000 tons
of coal; large water tower (Figure 26); and stone loading
ramp with several storage bulldings and grain sheds. ;

(3) Storage area with loading remps at western end of station

SeEnCR«E-T
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Figure 26, Locomotive water t
e ower at the Bereza-
Kartuskaya station, Note coal pile along trac;.,
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(4) Set of 8 sidings running lengthwise ecross station aree
(5) Electric power plsat
(6) Servicing fecilities for nerrow-gauge railroad trafiic
Zarech've _
(1) Fisg stop only
Bronna Gora
(1) Single-story brick rsilroad station on south side of track

(2) 2 terminal tracks 2,300 and 2,600 feet (700 and 800 meters)
long

(3) 2 rumning sldings
{4) Small mumber of storage sheds
{5} Spur to sawmill

{6) Possibly & servicing stop for narrov-gauge traffic leading
toward ammunition dump

Kossovo-Foleasskoye

(1) Zloading ramps on 3 or 4 terminal tracks; used for shipping
timber sud potetoes

{2) 2 or 3 running sidings

(3) Railroad station, water teuck, and repair shops {destroyed but
reportsély repleced)

{4) Junction for narrow-gauge line {now believed abandoned)
Ivatsavichil

(1) (Reportedly one of the largest timber-loading statlons in
Pelorussia)

{2} Brick railrced station on south side of track

(3) Emergency wooden statlon on opposite side of track

- 35 -
S=E=C=R-E-T

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP79-00945A000100010001-1



Sanitized - Approved For Releases-TIA-RDP79-00945A000100010001-1

(4) Seversl lceding ramps on 3 terminal tracks

(5) Water tank and pumping staticn

(6) I ruming sidings

(7) Narrow-gsuge station end railroed transshipnent yard

g. Railroad Traffic

Reilroad traffic between Tevll and Iveteevichi is extremely heavy.
To & lsrge degree, it is part of the heavy international traffic moving
bet;ween Moscow, Wersew, and Berlin. West-moving traffic includes Soviet
ravw materials, coal, iron ore, ané foodstuffs ghipped to Poland and
East Germeny. Return traffic to the Soviet Union includes mainly ware
reparation materiels, prefabricated houses, building materials, manu-
factured products of all types, and sizable shipments of uranium. ﬁranimn
traffic bas speciel priority along the entire Brost-Mogeow trunkline.
Ore shipments move at the rate of 2 or more trains per wesk, with an
estimated total of about 150 cars. Each car carries spproximately 15
£o 20 tons of uranium ore, which is shipped in poper tags or tin
containers.

In sddition to the international freight traffic, there is a falr
amount of local Preight movement within the study srea. It consiats
primarily of agricultural products, lumber and lumber products, and raw
materisls shipped to Minek for processing by 1te limited ipdustrial
facilities.

On the basis of postwar observaticns, one-wey freight traffic
appears to range fram 15 to 30 trainz a day. Preight teains wary from
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30 to 60 cars in length and consist of h-axle-type gondolss » boxcars,
flatcars, tank cers, and refrigerator cars. The average speed of
freight trains does not exceed 25 miles (39 kilometers) per hour.

Passenger and militery trains sccount for approximately one-~fifth
of the overall railrcad traffic in the area. Six rassenger trains
cross the area dally in each direction. Two of these are fast trains »
and the other four are slover local trains. One of the fast trains,
known as the "Blue Angel” or "Blue Express,” was put into operation in
the spring of 1955. It operates between Moscow, Brast » and Berlin,
covering the trip in 52 hours without transferring. The other fast
train provides direct service between Brest and Moscow. Both thepe
trains usually comsist of 10 cars -- & baggage car, 6 coaches (hard
and soft), a dining car, and an international car for foreign nationals.
The slover passenger trains generally consist of about 16 cars.
Passengers ere predominantly military, roughly 60 parcent officers. At
timas, 50 to 100 soldiers bave been observed on e single train. Much
of the military traffic goes to militery units stationed at Baranovichi,
Bereza, Pruzhana, or Bronns Gora, but some continues westward to Red
Army installations in Poland and East Germany.

The maximum rated traffic capacity of the Brest-Moscow trunkline,
including both freight and passenger movement » hag been estimated at
120 pairs of trains each day.

- 37 =
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2. The Brest-Bobruysk-Moscow Highwey

The best availsble spproach route from the west into the USSR north
of the Pripet Marshes is the important Brest-Bobruysk-Moscow Highway.
Although b_ad]y daneged during World War II, the road underwent intansive
reconstruetion during the period 1946-48. Since being reopened to
traffic, it has been used both for interregional trucking and for
sustained military traffic, inclvding tenk movements.

Originally the highwey conne’éted Brest with Moscow, via Kobrin,
Berezn, Ivatsevichi, Slutek, Bobrtx:}sk » &0 Roslavl'. Postwanr information,

however, indicates that a paved shorteut lesding from Ivatseviehi vis

Baranovichi to Minsk was under construction in the late 19&0‘5, At
Minsk, the road was to connect with the Soviet Autobahn to Moseow.

vIt is quite proba.bleﬁ .'tjhat)this shortcut has been completed and is now in

The highway is an an«eather,(gt'aﬁl;surfaeeﬁ.) 2-lane road cepable
of handling sustained commercial and military traffic. Its overall
width is estimated at 26 feet (8 meters) and its travel surface at 20
feet (6 moters). Ai.though several PW reports claim that much of the
road has an asphalt surface, most of it appears to have only an improved
gravel gurfaca with ghort stretches of asphalt in the larger urbsn
center /

| The highway enters the study ares from the southwest at Bereza, and
from there parallels the Brest-Moscow trunkline to Ivateevichi. Along
this stretch of the road, mach of the rosdbed has baen built up above the
_ 5.
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surrounding marshland. Road shoulders are of graded earth or gravel and
vary in height from 3 to 6 feest.

Within the ecity limits of Bereza the highway has been surfaced with
asphalt and serves as the main thoroughfare. It has also been widened to 39
feet (12 meters). Just beyond the nortiwestern outskirts of town the
road crosses the Yasel'ds River over a bridge of postwer construction
that was opened for traffic in May 1948. Before that, traffic moved
~ over a provisional wooden bridge just southeast of the new structure.
The new bridge hes a single span and reinforced-concrete girders. It
is 394 feet (120 meters) long, and has an overall width of 30 feet (9
meters). The foctpaths on both sides are sbout 3.5 feet (1 meter)
wide.

Between Bereze and Nekhachevo stationthe highway runs elong the
eastern side of the railroad at distances varying from a few hundred
feet to approximetely 1.2 miles (2 kilometers). A single-span concrete
bridge 8 feet (25 meters) long crosses the Zhegulyankse River.

Near the southeastern ocutskirts of Nekhachevo the highway crosses
the railroad by an overpass of early postwar construction. The overpass »
opened for traffic in 1945, replaces a former level crossing. It is
a concrete structure supported by 6 reinforced plers and is about 66
feet (20 meters) long and 26 feet (8 meters) wide. Beyond this point
the highway hugs the west side of the railroad all the way to Ivatsevichi.

-39 -
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Just beyond Ivateevichi, it recrosses the railroad over another recently
completed overpass. After crossing the Gryvda River east of Ivateevichi,
the road graduslly veers to the southeast.

Road traffic between Bereza and Ivatsevichi is feirly heavy,
consisting mainly of truck and military wvehicles. A regularly scheduled
busline also operates daily between Brest and Baranovichi.

3. Secomdary Roads Along the Brest-Moscow Trunkline

Throughout the study ares, numerocus secondary roeds, trails, and
footpaths lead tc or intersect the railromd. Among these are three harde
surfaced all-weather roads capable of carrying 2-lane traffic. The roads
lead (a) northward and southward through Linovo, (b) nortimard from
Bluden®, and (c) northwestward from Nekbechevo. In addition, there are
a few improved gravel country roads, which were formerly vsed by the
Polish postal service. These raads lesd {a) from Tevli northeast to
Prughana, (b) from Tevli northwest to Shcherchevo, {c) from Karaki
northenst to Bereza, (d) from Bareza Kartuskays station southeast to
Beresa, and (e) from Bereze northwest to SBelets. Tuaree improved roads
‘aleo cross the railroad between Bereze and Bronnz Gora, and two more lead
off from Ivatsevichi.

All others are seasonal roeds with unimproved surfaces. Most of
them intersect the railroed at level crossings, and the average
distance between roeds is approximetely 1.5 miles (2.4 kilometers). All

the unimproved dirt roeds are of poor quality (Figure 27) and are impassable
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Figure 27. Unimproved dirt road of the type eomorﬂy seen
throughout Brestskaya Oblast!,

Sul aCaRulaT
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during spring thews and after heavy fall rains. People generally use

stout one~horse vegonas drawm by animals of a stocky breed; frequently

long distances are covered on foot. A number cof tracks and trails run
through forests &nd along fence lines.

G. Military Activity and Development

1. Military Instaliations and Movements

Along the Tevli-Ivatesevichi sector of the railrcad, military
activity is far more pronounced at Oranchitsy and to the esst thaen
farther west. From Oranchitsy eastward to Ivatsevichi, soldiers can
frequently be seen working in large groups along the railroed, stock-
piling lumber or guarding military installations.

A gesoline storéga area is loceted nesr Oranchitsy, on a knoll
im:ed:!:a,tely south of the rallrosd and west of the Pruzhana-Zaprudy Highway.
Eighteen sbove-ground storage tanks have been observed, each of which is
about 30 feet (9 meters) long and 10 to 16 feet (3 to 5 meters) iﬁ
diameter. The tenks lie with their axes parsllel to the surface of the
ground. Gasoline 1s brought by rail in 50-ton tank cars, which are
shunted onto a siding equipped with permanent pipes lesding to the
storage tanks. It can be assumed that the underground storage capacity
is even greater than that above ground. The entire aree is surrounded
by two barbed-wire fences and is guarded by soldiers, some in watch
towers and others on foot patrolling the area between the fences.

.
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In light woods just west of the storage area is another restiicted
ares. surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by trocps. HNearby are three
baryacks ogcuplied by infantry soldiers.

An army taok end sutomcbile repair plant is located north of
Oranchitsy == Jjust cast of the Pruzhmna-Oranchitsy rond near the
village of Slobudke. Four or five t.wo-story gray buildings, perheps
used in part as barracks, lie 330 to 500 feet (100 to 150 meters)
east of the repair plant. South of the plant and 115 feet (35 meters)
enst of the highway are two wooden bunkers, probably used as living
quarters for scldiers. They are bullt partly underground and are 115
to 130 feet (35 to 40 meters) long. Two similar buildings are located
some 230 feet (70 meters) east of the bunker.

A tank and sramorede-car proving ground and tralning field lies less
thar & mlile southesst of the repeir plant. Training exercises have
incinfed & to 6 T-34 tanks 3 or & times a week.

Pruzhana is the headguarters of a local garsison. Both officers and
enlisted men are billeted in private howes.

The greatest concentration of militery strength along the railroad
sector is at and near Bereza. Tn this vicinlty are e POL storage dump,
an airfield, a tank-mansuver field, and numerous barracks.

The military hesdquarters in Beregzs is located in the north section
of the city. Soldlers of this command are repor‘aed‘ to wear gray=-green

uniforms with blve epaulets. Tank units in the vicinity, however, wear

- b2
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brovn uniforms with black epaulets and collar tebs. Threes or four
thrze~gtory brick barracks have been built just beyond the southwest
cutskirts of Bereza and are reportedly occupied by an air-force unit.
The buildings are 100 to 130 feet (30 to 40 meters) long and 50 feet
(15 meters) wide and have gabled tile roofs and windows with woodlen
frames.

A tankecorps berracks is located at the west edge of towm on the
north side of the highway. It is & 3= or he-story red-brick building
that measures about 250 by 65 by 50 feet {75 by 20 by 15 meters) and
has a low-pitched bip roof covered with red tile. The barracks area ’
vhich 1s 1,000 feet by 330 feet (300 by 100 meters) in extent, is
surrounded by a wood picket fence topped with barbed wire and is
guarded by soldiers. Within the enclosure are 2 garages, which heve
roou for sbout 35 tanks, as well as & military POL dump, which lies
immediately north of the barracks and is camouflaged by the woods.

A military signal unit is stationed just west of the tank-corps barracks.

On the east gide of Soviet Street in the setitlement of Bereza ; there
is a militis station, 40 by 26 feet (12 by 8 meters) in size.

Stretehing south from the southwestern outskirts of Bereze it a
tank training ground. It includes an ares of slightly rolling, partly
wooded country with sandy soil and much underbrush. The area is not
guarded but is off-limits for civilisns. Frequent tenk activity has
been observed there, often at night; but no reports indicate thet the
infentry has perticipated.

- 43 -
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At one time, some 150 tanks and self-propelled guns were reportedly
parked between the rallroad and the rosd leeding from the station into
Bereza. This group consisted principally of T-34's, T-85's, Stalin 2's,
and J5V-122°'g,

About a mile north of Bluden' and immediately cast of the narrove
gauge branch railroed to Selets is an airfield that is reported to
bave undergone recent expansion. It has at least two runways about 255
feet (78 meters) wide. A runway oriented NW-SE iz some 6,600 feet
{2 5000 meters) long; another, oriented EWE-SSW, is 3,600 feet {1,100
meters) long. Both have hard surfaces and unlimited extensibility.
IL-28's are reported to have been using this airfield in February 1955.
If the airfield has been sufficiently extended and improved, it is
quite possible that medium bombers (Besagle type) mey now be stationed
here.

&t Bromna Cora, across the railroad from the station there are
tvo wooden barracks formerly used for PW's. Each measures about 80 by 30
by 13 feet (25 by 9 by 4 meters) and has a gabled tar paper roof.

Hear Bronna Gora is an importent emmunition and ordnance depot.

It 15 located in & mixed forest sbout 3 miles (5 kilometers) WOW of the
railrosd station and covers an area 2 to 2.5 miles (3 to & kilometers)
long and 1.2 miles (2 kilometers) wide. It is enclosed by a barbed-
wire fence 10 feet (3 meters) high, which is guarded by armed soldiers

every 650 feet (200 meters), who patrol the area with the aid of

- Ll .
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searchlights. The enclosure contains at least 10 buildings and is
served by both & railroad spur snd by the secondary road between
Smol’ns and Kosuv. The depot is reportedly used s&s a storage area
for new artillery guns as well as smmunition.

North of Nekhachevo is & former PW camp, which may now be used
as & barracks for Soviet troops. It is a one-story stone building
measuring sbout 82 by 40 by 20 feet (25 by 12 by 6 meters) and has
a gabled tin roof. 1t is surrounded by a barbed-wire fence with a
watchtower. At one time, some 600 PW°s were quartered there while
they were conatructing the highway.

A military patrol of two soldiers armed with submechineguns
has been reported along the railroad in the vicinity of Rekhachevo.

The patrol was made daily but not at the same hour.

Ivatsevichl alsc i2 a major cenber of military activity.
Installstions there include a POL dump, a tank enclosure, and an
apmmition dump. The POL dump is reported to be the central one
for the entire Berezs area. It is located north of the highvay in
the middle of Ivatsevichi and consists of 6 to 8 concrete bunkers
protruding about 3 feet (1 meter) above the ground. Each bunker contains
one storage tank. The dump is camouflaged hy trees and enclosed by
a fence. The enclosure for army tanks is situsted on a low hill NNV of
Ivateevichi. It is surrounded by & high board fence and is reported to
contein 50 to 100 medium tanks, possible JS-2's. There are also several

- 15 -
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long, low, wooden buildings within the enclosure. Soldiers seen there

wore olive-green uniforms with black epaulets and tank-corps insignis.
On the southwest edge of Ivatsevichi there is an amminition dwmo
consisting of b revetted buildings and 5 other buildings.

2. Partisen Resistance

Partisan ectivity has been reported at several points along and
near the Tevli~Iwvatsevichl sector of the railroed, but much of the
activity apparently occurved during the period 1945-%0. The pariisan
resistance reflects opposition to the Soviet snnexation of this
fom_rly Polish territory, to Soviet transfer of local residents to
other parts of the USSR, and to collectivization and militery service.
Remnants of the partisan groups probably still persist in the more
isolated areas.

Near Kobryn', 10 miles (16 M‘lmters) SSE of Tevli, partisans
‘were active in 1947 snd 1948. Bome of them were deserters from the
Soviet Army. Ia the vicinity of Zhabinka, on the railroad 13 miles
{21 kilometers) southwest of Tevli, 9 incidents of resistance were
reported during the perlod 1951~53. Polish partisans belonging to the
WIN (Wolnose i Niepodlezlose ~-- Fresdom and Independence Movement)
and Belorussian partisans were reportedly active in the Bereza area
until 1950. Between 1948 and 1950, 17 resistance incidents were
reported in the vicinity of Bereza, both north end south of the railrosd,
| and activity was even stronger in 1946-47. At that time, police vadds
intc the voods were carried out 2 or 3 times a month. From late
1945 until late 1948, there were meny partisans hiding in the ocld
German pillboxes in the swamp near Ivatsevichi.

-4 -
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3. Soviet Order of Battle for the Relorussian SSR

The following order of battle, while for the most part including
loeations outside the ares, is of direct importsnce in deternmining the

disposition of troops within the study sreal

Militery Unite Hendquarters
Belorussisan Mil Dist HQ Hinsk
Twenty-eighth Army Grodno
CXXVIII Rifle Corpse Brest
12¢h Gds Mecz Div Brest
{2 regts in Kovalevo)
50th Gds Rifle Div Brest
XX Rifle Corps Groduo
h8th CGds Rifle Div Volkovyak
55th Gde Rifle Div Crodno
Pifth Gds Mecz Army Bobruysk
10th Tenk Div Borisov
29th Yank Div Slutsk
vli Mocwn Div Osipovichi
' Subordination Uncertain
: 6th Gds Rifle (Mecz?) Div Borisov
' 103rd Arbtne Gds Rifle Div Vitebak
120th Gds Rifle Div Minsk
82nd Tank Regt (Ju:u ’:ﬂs) Bereza
Security Forcee (July '5!4-)
226th MVD Regt Minsk
20Tch HVD Regt Vitebsk
L32nd MV Regt Mingk

16th Border Detachment

o BT -
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Maps and Atlases

1. Belorusskaya SSR, Politico-Administrativnaya Karta (Belorussian
SSR, Political-Administrative Map); 1:6’65,%; GUGK, Mosccw, 1951, U.
2. Karta Lesov SSSR (Forest Map of the USSR); 1:2,500,000; GUGK,
MOBCO'H’, l 3 ¥ Uo

3. EKarta Narodov SSSR (Map of the Peoples of the USSR); 1:5,000,000;
sheets; GUGK, Moscow, 1953, U.

. EKarts Plotnost® Neseleniys SSSR (Map of Population Density of the
USSRJ; 1:5,000,000; 4 sheets; GUGK, Moscow, 1953, U.

5. Klimatiches) Eerta SSSR (Climatic Mep of the USSR); 1:5,000,000;
sheets; GUUK, Moscow, 1953, U.

6. Pochve Keris SSSR (Soile Mep of the USSR); 1:4,000,000; GUOK,
Moscow, l%, u.

T. Eoland; 1:25,000; Wojskowy Instytut Geograficzny (Militery
Geographical Institut); Sheets pas 27-glup 41G and pas 38-slup
ho e, E, ¥, G, H; 1929-31, U.

8. Poland; 1:100,000; Wojskowy Instytut Geograficzny (Military
Geographical Institut); Sheets pas 38~slup 39, 40, 41 and pas
39-slup, » 393 1926’325 u.

9. USSR; General'nyy Shtab REKA {General Staff Red Army); 1:100,000;
Sheets N-35-111, 121, 122, 123, and 133; 1935-40, U.

10. USSR; 1:500,000; General'nyy Shtab Krasnoy Armii (General Staff
Red Army); Sheet N-35-V; 1941, U.

1l. Geograficheskiy Atlas; GUGK, Moscow, 1954, U.
12. Atlas Mira (Atlss of the World); GUGK, Moscow, 195, U.
13. Atles 8SSR; GUGK, Hoscm_r, 1955, U.

Alr Photography

1. Air Photo Mosalc of Germesn wartime Photomﬁhy, GX 12375-B 2536/u4
SK, enlarged to 1:25,000, 8.
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